Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Ukrainian Catholic Church
4136 Jacob Street, Wheeling, WV 26003
Rectory (304) 232-2168
Church Hall (304) 232-1777

Rev. Father Jason Charron
(412)639-1416
Sunday, November 17, 2019
23rd Sunday After Pentecost
Epistle: Ephesians 2:4-10
Gospel: Luke 12:16-21
Sunday, November 24, 2019
Typica Service – 8am

DIVINE LITURGY INTENTIONS
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17 – For the health of Mary Ann Bosley
- requested by Pete Kohut, Sr.
*************************************************************

DIVINE LITURGY SCHEDULE
Sunday, November 17 – Divine Liturgy 8am
Sunday, November 24 – Typica Service 8am

******************************************************
Martins Ferry Lions Club
The Martins Ferry Lions Club will be having their annual pancake breakfast on Saturday,
December 7, 2019 from 8am to 12 noon. It will take place at the 1st Presbyterian Church,
4th and Walnut Streets, Martins Ferry. Cost is $6.00 for adults and $3.00 for children 10
and under.

******************************************************
UPCOMING PARISH EVENT
St. Nicholas will be making a visit to our parish on Sunday, December 8. The Divine
Liturgy will be at 2pm followed by the dinner and visit. This year the raffle proceeds will
go to the Parish Outreach Committee so that we can help with the needs of our Wheeling
Community. If you are able and willing, we are in need of items to raffle off, so please let
Mary Ann Mysliwiec know if you have anything. Perhaps you can gather donations from
some of the local businesses you might deal with. We can provide a letter on parish
letterhead if you need it. See Mary Ann and she will provide you with the letter.

******************************************************
APOSTLESHIP OF PRAYER
The Apostleship of Prayer will hold their monthly meeting today, Sunday, November 17,
after the 8 am Divine Liturgy. All women of the parish are welcome to attend.

PIEROGI NEWS
We have scheduled some important dates that will affect our pierogi program. Please
read this information carefully and let your family and friends know our schedule for
ordering and pick-up dates.
CHRISTMAS
Last date for ordering is December 13
Last day for picking up an order is December 20
Please take note and let everyone you know that it is important that orders be placed by
the specified dates as we cannot assure you that there will be extra pierogi for sale!

*************************************************************
Excerpt from Christ Our Pascha – Catechism of the Ukrainian Catholic
Church
The Fall of Humankind
The Fall is completed with the expulsion of our first parents from Paradise: “He drove out
the man; and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a sword
flaming and turning to guard the way to the tree of life” (Gn 3:24) as a consequence of
the Fall, that is, of the sin of the first parents (original sin), humankind lost Paradise. We
cannot return to the tree of life in any way except through God’s power, and so, we are
in need of God’s salvation. (#148)

The Consequences of the Fall
The Fall of our first ancestors is the tragedy of humankind. Instead of being sons and
daughters of God, brothers and sisters to all, and stewards of creation, humans by their
own sinful choice became slaves of evil, enemies to other people. They fell under the sway
of the world. Created in the image of God, humankind failed to attain God-likeness. “Sin
destroyed Godlikeness in humankind.” (#149)

Suggestion for St. Philip’s Fast
Here is a suggestion from the OUTREACH COMMITTEE of our parish, to not
only do the fast but to also shift the focus from ourselves and think about
helping others. We challenge you to each day add an item to give to the less
fortunate of our Wheeling Community. We will have a box or boxes in the
church hall where you can put donations which will be given to the needy
and homeless.
November 18 – box of cereal
November 19 – peanut butter
November 20 – stuffing mix
November 21 – boxed potatoes
November 22 – macaroni and cheese
sweater
November 23 – package of rice
November 24 – package of oatmeal
November 25 – box of crackers
November 26 – chicken noodle soup
November 27 – tomato soup
November 28 – canned tuna
towels
November 29 – canned fruit
November 30 – canned green beans
sheets,

December 1 – canned mix vegetables

December 2 – gloves
December 3 – socks
December 4 – hat
December 5 – scarf
December 6 – gently used
December 7 – gently used
sweatshirt
December 8 – gently used coat
December 9 – box of tissues
December 10 – wash cloth and
soap
December 11 – shampoo and
comb
December 12 – gently used
December 13 – toothbrush and
toothpaste
December 14 – gently used
pillowcase,pillow

December 15 – gently used
blanket

St. Philip’s Fast Began November 15
The Eastern Churches encourage their faithful to prepare for the feast of Christmas by fasting.
Like the feast of Christ’s Nativity itself, this fast originated in the West . In ad 380 the Council of
Saragossa in Spain mandated daily church attendance beginning on December 17. Pope St Leo the
Great (400-461) described four Fasts, one in each season, “so that over the course of the year we
might recognize that we are constantly in need of purification.” He indicated that the “winter fast”
was to begin when the “ingathering of the crops was complete.” In France it was specified in the next
century that this Fast begin on November 11, the feast of St Martin; the Fast was called “St Martin’s
Lent.”
The Eastern Churches began observing this Fast between the 6th and 8th centuries. Originally it
lasted one week, as in the Armenian Church today. In the eleventh century Pope Christodoulos
lengthened it to forty days for the Coptic Church. The Byzantine Church followed suit in the next
century. The Syrian Churches (Chaldeans, Indians, etc.) keep it for three to four weeks in December.
WHY DO WE FAST?
St Simeon of Thessalonika, writing in the fifteenth century, explained the purpose of this Fast in
terms of its length. “The Nativity Forty-day Fast represents the fast undertaken by Moses, who—
having fasted for forty days and forty nights—received the Commandments of God, written on
stone tablets. And we, fasting for forty days, will reflect upon and receive from the Virgin the living
Word—not written upon stone, but born, incarnate—and we will commune of His Divine Body.” As
Moses received the Law after his forty-day fast, we will receive the living Word incarnate at the
end of this Fast.
One thread running through this Fast is the remembrance of the time before the Incarnation.
Mankind was in one sense disconnected from God, having lost the intimacy with Him which we
were meant to have because we were created in His image. Fasting is our way to express our
sorrow at man’s loss of fellowship with God.
The process of recovering this intimacy with God climaxed with the Incarnation, but was prepared
for centuries by the Old Testament prophets. During the Nativity Fast we commemorate the
prophets Nahum (12/1), Habakkuk (12/2), Zepheniah (12/3), Daniel and the Three Young Men in
the Furnace (12/17). On the second Sunday before the feast we remember all those in sacred
history who came before Christ and prepared the way for Him – His ancestors and ours.
Pre-Nativity Hymns from the Menaion
Isaiah, dance for joy: receive the word of God. Prophesy to the Virgin Mary that the bush burning
with fire will not be consumed by the radiance of our God. Let Bethlehem be prepared! Let the
gates of Eden be opened! Let the Magi come forth to see wrapped in swaddling clothes in a
manger of beasts the salvation which the star has pointed out from above the cave, the life-giving
Lord, who saves mankind! (Vespers, Nov 30)
Bethlehem, receive Mary, the City of God: in you will be born the Light that never sets. Let the
angels stand in wonder in Heaven, and let mankind glorify the Lord on earth! O Magi from Persia,
prepare your illustrious gifts! Shepherds, who pass the night in the fields, sing a hymn to the
thrice-holy God. Let everything that has breath celebrate the Creator of All. (Matins, Nov 30)
O Sion, be happy! Rejoice, O Jerusalem, the city of Christ our God! Welcome the Creator who
rests in a manger in the cave. Open your gates, O Jerusalem, and I will enter so that I may see
Him who holds all creation in His hand, even though He lies in a manger wrapped in swaddling

clothes. The angels ever praise this life-giving Lord, Who is the only Savior of mankind. (Vespers,
Dec 6)
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PYLYPIVKA (ADVENT) PASTORAL OF THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC HIERARCHY OF THE U.S.A.
TO OUR CLERGY, HIEROMONKS AND BROTHERS, RELIGIOUS SISTERS, SEMINARIANS
AND BELOVED FAITHFUL,
Glory to Jesus Christ!
We, the faithful experience the life of the Church by means of the unending cycle of the liturgical
year. The liturgical year is not simply how we mark the passage of time in the church calendar year. The
liturgical year tells the story of God’s life in the world, a story in which we are participants, not just
spectators or listeners. It is a re-living of the life of Christ, His Most Holy Mother and the Saints. And
liturgy is the means by which we tell, live, and experience the story. Through liturgy it becomes real to
us and becomes part of our own lives.
It has been said that liturgy is humanity’s yearning for God, and that grace is God’s yearning for
humanity. Liturgically, this story of holy yearning - God’s yearning for us and our yearning for God - begins
at the point in the liturgical year that we find ourselves at the present moment: Pylypivka: the 40-day
period of waiting and watching for the fulfillment of God’s promises, and the coming together of
humanity and divinity in the Christ child, who, with his nativity, will bring new life and new hope into our
world and our lives.
Too often we see this time of Pylypivka, through the secular lens of our modern post-Christian
society, as the final countdown to Christmas, the time when we get things ready for the holidays. By now
the malls and stores have long been decorated for Christmas. Christmas gift lists are growing and the
number of shopping days is shrinking. Party menus are being planned. Travel plans are being made.
Families are gathering. Expectations and hopes are growing. Christmas trees need decorating and
presents need wrapping. The pressure is mounting. There is so much to do and so little time to do it in.
We feel stressed and distracted.
This is not the liturgical or spiritual understanding of Pylypivka proposed by the Church. This is
not the ideal way of spending this holy time. Pylypivka is not the time when we prepare for Christmas.
It is the time in which we are prepared for Christmas. It is the time not so much for action as for reflection,
a time not for doing but for being open and receptive. Pylypivka is the time when the Church offers to

us an alternative to the secular model of “getting ready for the holidays” and asks us to slow down, be
still, and be quiet. We are called to keep awake, to be looking and listening for the God who is coming
to us. We are called to prepare the way of the Lord in our hearts. It is a time to watch and reflect on who
we are. It is a time to look for Christ in all the unexpected places – in the ordinary events of everyday
life, in the poor, the hungry, and the needy. And we wait and watch for the angelic messenger who will
tell us of the birth of the Christ child.
Being still and keeping attentive is hard work at any time but especially now, during one of the
busiest times of the year, so full of distractions and stress, which makes keeping still and attentive even
more necessary for us. The time of Pylypivka reminds us that waiting and watching is holy work. So how
do we do this?
The tradition of the Church teaches us that silence is the key. Silence is a way of waiting, a way
of watching, and a way of listening to what is going on within and around us. Through stillness and
silence, through attentiveness and watchfulness we come to self-knowledge and the true spiritual
meaning of the coming of Christ.
Of course, it is unrealistic for us to completely detach ourselves from the world in which we live.
Our daily obligations and responsibilities prevent us from doing so.
However, during this time of Pylypivka, we encourage you to take just a few minutes each day
to sit in silence and stillness, with perhaps the aid of Holy Scripture or a spiritual book, and meditate on
the coming of the Lord in the flesh in the feast of His Nativity. If you do this, be prepared to be surprised
at what the Lord might whisper to you in your heart!
May the blessings of the Lord Jesus, whose birth in a cave in Bethlehem we joyfully await,
descend upon all of you.
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November, 2019

PRAY FOR THE SICK AND SHUT-INS
Lord God, through the prayers of Mary, Our Mother, bring your healing
presence to all who are sick, injured, or troubled. AMEN.
Please pray for our parishioners, family members and friends who are unable to be
with us each Sunday or are in need of healing, physically and/or spiritually. In
particular, pray for the following:

Esther Grimm, Ann Comas, Mark Zien, Delores Zien, Walter Zien, Karene
Dzmura, Lisa Baron, Dave, Rosella George, Dawn Paluch, Sister Mary
Bowman, Mary Ann Meyers, Shelly Weaver, Vera Kohut, Mary Rose
Koreny, Leo Zambori, Mary Ann Paluch, Pete Kohut, Sr., Betty Rushkevich,
Carolissa Woodruff, Jean Fisher, Dominic Alexander, Elliana Jewell George,
Dillon Osecky, Garrett Holubek, Paula Earl, Debbie Deagel, Sharon James,
Freddie Bulinski, Barbara (Harasuik) Brayec, Deb Howe, Declan McCombs,
Veronica Piehowicz, Marty Joe Michaels, Janice McCart, Traci Renner,
Ruth Gorczyca, Charron Family Intention, Steve Kanick, Carol Latz, Sandy
Zombek, Barb Sago, Sue Stoehr, Joe Gonchoff
If you would like to submit a name for our prayer list please write the name on a
piece of paper and drop it in the collection basket.

Financial Report – November 10, 2019
Sunday Collection: $354.00
2nd Collection: $40.00
Candles: $16.00
Total Collection: $410.00
Pirohy: $406.00

